
WAC 181-79A-251  Teacher residency and professional certification
—Renewal and reinstatement.  (1) Residency certificates shall be re-
newed under one of the following options:

(a) Individuals who hold, or have held, residency certificates 
have the following options for renewal:

(i) One hundred continuing education credit hours as defined in 
chapter 181-85 WAC, or four annual professional growth plans as de-
fined in WAC 181-79A-030, completed within the previous five years 
from the date of the five-year renewal application. Individuals com-
pleting fewer than four annual professional growth plans must complete 
necessary continuing education credits needed to be the equivalent of 
one hundred clock hours.

Subsequent five-year renewals shall be issued based on completion 
of one hundred continuing education credit hours since the issue date 
of the latest five-year residency teacher renewal certificate or four 
professional growth plans developed since the certificate was issued. 
Completion of four annual professional growth plans during each five-
year period between subsequent lapse dates meets the requirement for 
renewal. Individuals completing fewer than four annual professional 
growth plans must complete necessary continuing education credits nee-
ded to be the equivalent of one hundred clock hours.

Provided, application for subsequent renewals shall not be sub-
mitted earlier than twelve months prior to the expiration date of the 
current renewal.

Expired five-year residency teacher renewal certificates may be 
renewed with completion of one hundred continuing education credit 
hours within the previous five years from the date of the five-year 
renewal application or by completing four professional growth plans as 
defined in WAC 181-79A-030. Individuals completing fewer than four an-
nual professional growth plans must complete necessary continuing edu-
cation credits needed to be the equivalent of one hundred clock hours.

An expired certificate may be renewed for an additional five-year 
period by presenting evidence to the superintendent of public instruc-
tion of completing the continuing education credit hour or professio-
nal growth plan requirement within the five years prior to the date of 
the renewal application.

Candidates who apply for the five-year residency teacher renewal 
certificate who have not successfully completed course work or an in-
service program on issues of abuse, must complete the abuse course 
work requirement as defined in WAC 181-79A-030 and required per RCW 
28A.410.035.

Continuing education for teachers at the elementary and secondary 
levels in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) re-
lated subjects must include a specific focus on the integration of 
STEM instruction as per RCW 28A.410.2212. This STEM continuing educa-
tion requirement for certificate renewal is as described in WAC 
181-85-075(6).

(ii) Individuals who have attempted and failed the professional 
certificate assessment are eligible for a two-year renewal.

(iii) Individuals who have not been employed as a teacher during 
the dated, three-year residency certificate may receive a two-year re-
newal by submitting an affidavit to the certification office confirm-
ing that they will register and submit a uniform assessment portfolio 
or they will complete assessment for National Board for Professional 
Teaching Standards. Individuals not employed as a teacher may permit 
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their certificate to lapse until such time they register for the pro-
fessional certificate assessment, or the National Board Certification.

(iv) Individuals whose three- or five-year residency certificate 
has lapsed may receive a two-year renewal by submitting an affidavit 
to the certification office confirming that they will register and 
submit a uniform assessment portfolio for the professional certificate 
assessment or assessment for National Board for Professional Teaching 
Standards.

(b) A residency certificate expires after the first renewal if 
the candidate has not registered for and submitted a portfolio assess-
ment prior to June 30th of the expiration year, to achieve the profes-
sional certificate, Provided: When the first two-year residency teach-
er renewal certificate expires, teachers have three renewal options:

(i) Individuals who were employed but failed the professional 
certification assessment, may receive a second two-year renewal;

(ii) Individuals who were not employed as a teacher during the 
first two-year renewal may permit their certificate to lapse. Upon 
contracting to return to a teacher role, individuals may apply for a 
final, second two-year renewal by submitting an affidavit to the cer-
tification office confirming that they will register and submit a uni-
form assessment portfolio for the professional certification assess-
ment;

(iii) An individual who completes a National Board Certification 
assessment but does not earn National Board Certification, may use 
that completed assessment to apply for a final, second two-year renew-
al by submitting an affidavit to the certification office confirming 
that they will complete and submit their scores from the assessment 
for National Board for Professional Teaching Standards or register and 
submit the Washington uniform assessment portfolio as per this sec-
tion, WAC 181-79A-251.

(2) Teacher professional certificate.
(a) Individuals who hold a professional teacher certificate may 

have that certificate renewed for additional five-year periods by the 
completion of one hundred continuing education credit hours as defined 
in chapter 181-85 WAC or by completing four professional growth plans 
annually during the period in which the certificate is valid as de-
fined in WAC 181-79A-030. Individuals completing fewer than four annu-
al professional growth plans must complete necessary continuing educa-
tion credits needed to be the equivalent of one hundred clock hours.

Provided, application for renewals shall not be submitted earlier 
than twelve months prior to the expiration date of the current renew-
al.

Expired certificates may be renewed with completion of one hun-
dred continuing education credit hours within the previous five years 
from the date of the five-year renewal application or by completing 
four professional growth plans as defined in WAC 181-79A-030. Individ-
uals completing fewer than four annual professional growth plans must 
complete necessary continuing education credits needed to be the 
equivalent of one hundred clock hours.

An expired professional certificate may be renewed for an addi-
tional five-year period by presenting evidence to the superintendent 
of public instruction of completing the continuing education credit 
hour or professional growth plan requirement within the five years 
prior to the date of the renewal application. All continuing education 
credit hours shall relate to one of the three standards: Effective in-
struction, professional contributions or professional development.
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(b) Continuing education or professional growth plans for teach-
ers at the elementary and secondary levels in STEM-related subjects 
must include a specific focus on the integration of science, technolo-
gy, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) instruction as per RCW 
28A.410.2212. This STEM continuing education requirement for certifi-
cate renewal is as described in WAC 181-85-075(6). This requirement is 
for all professional teacher certificate holders regardless of date of 
issuance of the first professional certificate.

(c) Provided, That a professional certificate may be renewed 
based on the possession of a valid teaching certificate issued by the 
National Board for Professional Teaching Standards at the time of ap-
plication for the renewal of the professional certificate. Such renew-
al shall be valid for five years or until the expiration of the Na-
tional Board Certificate, whichever is greater. Such renewal is only 
available one time during the validity period of the National Board 
Certificate and cannot be the same National Board Certificate used to 
obtain the professional certificate.

(d) Provided, as per RCW 28A.410.278(2), in-service training, 
continuing education, or professional growth plans shall incorporate 
professional development on the revised teacher and principal evalua-
tion systems under RCW 28A.405.100 as a requirement for renewal of 
continuing or professional level certificates. This continuing educa-
tion requirement related to the teacher and principal evaluation sys-
tem is as described in WAC 181-85-075(7).
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.410.220. WSR 18-08-064, § 181-79A-251, 
filed 4/2/18, effective 5/3/18; WSR 17-23-176, § 181-79A-251, filed 
11/21/17, effective 12/22/17. Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.410.210. 
WSR 16-24-029, § 181-79A-251, filed 11/30/16, effective 12/31/16; WSR 
16-07-103, § 181-79A-251, filed 3/18/16, effective 4/18/16; WSR 
15-20-059, § 181-79A-251, filed 10/1/15, effective 11/1/15; WSR 
14-24-057, § 181-79A-251, filed 11/25/14, effective 12/26/14; WSR 
14-16-105, § 181-79A-251, filed 8/6/14, effective 9/6/14; WSR 
14-09-121, § 181-79A-251, filed 4/23/14, effective 5/24/14; WSR 
13-16-081, § 181-79A-251, filed 8/6/13, effective 9/6/13; WSR 
13-11-072, § 181-79A-251, filed 5/16/13, effective 6/16/13; WSR 
13-04-082, § 181-79A-251, filed 2/5/13, effective 3/8/13; WSR 
12-18-005, § 181-79A-251, filed 8/23/12, effective 9/23/12; WSR 
12-07-076, § 181-79A-251, filed 3/20/12, effective 4/20/12; WSR 
10-16-124, § 181-79A-251, filed 8/3/10, effective 9/3/10.]
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